A FUNERAL 


I E R XO N 


On tes a of the 


3 LE AF H 


O F 


Mrs. ELIZABETH Warts 
of STRATFORD, | 


WHO 


Departed this LIE September 20, 17 51. 
in the 73d. Vear of her Age. 


By DAVID JENNINGS, P. P. 


Oy ern 


3 — 
2 — 


. TON D O . 
Printed by JAMES WA uon, at the 


*. TurFs-Head in Lombard. Street. 
| MpccL1. ; 


1 


Ps ALM cxvi. 15. 
Precious in the Sight of the Lord it 
the Death of his Saints. 
THEN we. loſe a dear: Chriſtian 


Friend by Death, whoſe: Life was 
precious, becauſe uſeful to „ how are 


we apt to think that Providence has ſurely - 


done wrong, and that it would have been 
better if they had been continued ftill lon- 
ger in this World. But in this we are un- 
doubtedly miſtaken, and we charge God 
fookſhly. For we could not be more tender of 
them, and of their Lives and Comforts than 
God is, who is infinitely, wiſe and good, and 
who could have lengthened out- their Lives 
as. long as he pleaſed. And: therefore we 
may be ſure he would not ſuffer ſuch Per- 


ſons to be cut off from the Land of the li- 


ving, neither by Diſeaſe nor Violence, be- 
fore the propereſt Time. This I take to 


be the general meaning of my Text; Pre- 


cious in the fight of the Lord is the: Death af 
his, Saints. 
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ee was wrote by Da- 
n. occaſion of his Deliverance either 


or Abſelom's Rebel 
Yes ch Which His Life was in great 


danger. But God had delivered bis Soul 
| Look Death, lis rum Tears, and bis 
Peet from Fall Ing ; as we read, Verſe 8. Up- 
on vchiòh he piouſly reſolves that he would 
devote the Remainder of his Life, more 
than ever; to God, to walk as in his Pre- 
ſence, and to live to his Honour, Verſe 9. 
I will wall beford the Lord, in the Land of 
the; luing. For whoever, and whatever 
was the — Cauſo of his Preſervation 
and Safety, yet he could not but aſcribe it 
to God (who is the ſovereign Diſpoſer of 
all Things) as the prime Cauſe; even to 
his — Kindnefs and tender Mercy, 
which he bears not to one only, but to all 
his Saints. So he enlarges the Thought in 
my Text. Precious in the fight rs * 


By bs the Death of his Saints. 


The word precious is- uſed to expreſs a 
tender Concern and Care of any Perſons, 


and about what may befall them. As in 


1 Sam XXvi. 21. when David had ſpared 
the Life of Saul (though he ſought hs Life) 
when he had it in his Power to kill him, 

Saul ſays,” I will no more do thee Harm, Be- 
cauſe n Saul mas previous it thine Eyes. So, 
2 Kings1., 10. when Fire from Homes had 
deſtroyed too | Captaige. and their fifties, : at 


the 
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the word of Elijah, the third Captain, wha 
was ſent to take him, elf on his knees before 
Elijab, and beſought him, and ſaid unto * 
O Mean of God, I pray thee, let my Life, and 
the Life of- theſe fifty, thy Servants, be pre- 
cious in. thy Sight, i, e. be thou tender of 
our Lives, and do not call for Fire from 
Heaven to kill us. Vou have the fame 
Phraſe again in the ſame Senſe; Pſalm Ixxii. 
14. Precious ſball tbeir Blood be in his Sight. 
Which is very much the ſame with our 
Text, which fays, That tbe Death of the. 
Saints is. precious in the fight of God: i. e. 
he has a tender Concern of their Lives, and: 
about their Death. _ 

It is the gracious Superinitendency of God: 
over the Death of his Saints that I would 
chiefly endeavour to lead your Thoughts un-. 
to in this Diſcourſe; in which I am deſired 
to aſſiſt a mourning Family, and I would 
be glad to aſſiſt you all, in making” ſome 
right Improvement of the Death of a very 
valuable Relative and Friend, and ſuch. a- 
one, I doubt not, as our Text ſpeaks of, 
one of the Saints of God. 

But before I enter on any further Diſ- 
courſe on this Matter, it will be proper to 
take ſome notice of the Name of God in 
our Text, which is Jehovah in the Original: 
a Name which ſignifies Being or Exiſtences, 
and therefore is the proper, and F 


- 


» ay; ab mn fuit. 
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Name and Title of the divine Nature, which 


6 


only is. ſeHexiſtent, and whoſe Exiſtence: is 
from everlaſting to everlaſting. Thou, whoſe 
name alone is Fehovab, art moſt: high overs all 
the Earth; Pſalm lxxxiii. 18. J. Bou, even 
thou, art Jebowab alene ; Nehem. ix. 6. 
Jehovah, as; I take it, ſignifies tlie divine 
Nature, which is common to the three Per- 
ſons, Father, Son and Spirit. Accordingly, 
it is indifferently given in Scripture to each 
ok them. God X Father is called Jebouab; 
Pſalm cx. 1. The Lord ( Jehovah) ſaid un- 
1a ny Lord, Sit thou at my right: Hand, un- 
til make. thine Enemies thy Footſtool; The 
Son is called Jehovah. Iſaiah xl. 3. The- 
Voice off bim that crieth in the Wilderneſs, 
Prepane ye the way: of. Jebovab: which is a 
Prophecy concerning John the Baptiſt, who. 
was to prepare the Way for the Miniſtry of 
Chriſt, The holy Ghoſt 3 is called Fehovab ; 
Iſaiah vi. 8, 9. I Hrard the Nice f Febos. 
veb, ſaying, bear ye. indeed but underſtand 
nat, and ſee: ye indeed, but perceiue not, &c. 
(1 ſhould. — obſerved to you, that where- 
ever you ſee the Word, Lon, printed in 
capital: Letters in your Bibles, it is Jehovah 
in he Original.) So here, I heard the Voice. 
of IEHOVAn. Now this Jehoveb is exprelly. 
faid:to, be the Holy Ghoſt, Acts xxviu. 25. 
Well: ſpake the Holy Ghoſt. by laat the: Pro- 
pbet unto our: Fathers, ſaying; and then fol- 


lun the Words of that Prophecy So that 


Jehovah 
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| Jehovah includes the whole Trinity, Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, or the divine Nature 
or Being, 8 . 
Now you know that each of theſe ſacred 
Perſons is repreſented in Scripture as bearing 
a particular Part in the Government of the 
World, and eſpecially in the Affairs of man's 
Salvation. As for inſtance, the Father is 
ſaid to elect, the Son to redeem, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt to ſanctiſy. The Queſtion then 
is, which of the ſacred Three is the Jehovah 
in our Text, who takes upon him the Su- 
-perintendency and Care of the Death of his 
Saints, and who is ſo peculiarly, and fo ten- 
-derly concerned about it? This the new 
Teſtament informs us of. Tt is Jehovah the 
Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; for he is faid 
to have the Keys of Death. Rev. i. 18. 7 
am he that livetb, and was dead; and behold, . 
J am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
#he Keys of Hell and of Death. Where the 
Word that we render Hell fignifies, not the 
Place of the Damned, but the whole invi- 
ſible World of Spirits PF. Now Keys are 
the Badge of Authority and Power. As 
Eliabim s Authority over the King's Houſe 
is expreſſed by giving the Keys to him. Ifai. 
XXU. 22. The Key of the Houſe of David 
will I lay upon his Shoulder, 80 Chriſt's hav- 
Ing the Keys of Hell and of Death ſigni- 
Hes his Dominion over Death andthe invifible 


. F 54%, aba priv. et b/w, video. 
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| World. Chriſt is ſaid to be Lord both of 
' the dead and of the living, Rom. xiv. 9. He 
is ſaid to have deſtroyed him who had the © 
Power of Death, N is, the Devil, that he 
might deliver his People from the Aavuiſb Fear 
of Death, Heb. ii. 14, 15. It is he that 
pulls out the Sting of Death, and ſpoils the 
Grave of its Victory. O Death —— 1s thy 
Sting, O Grave, where is thy Vittory ? Thanks 
Le to 122 that giveth us the V. 22 through 
our Lord eſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. xv. 55, 57. 
It is faid that tbe Father loveth the Son, and 
bas given all ＋ * into bis Hangs ; and this, 
we ind, is one Thing, even the whole Care 
and Management of the Death of his Saints. 
We muſt therefore E Chri/t, more ef- 
pecially, as the Jehovah, in whoſe ſight the 
Death of the Saints is precious. Let us 
here conſider, n 


1. The Character of the Perſons about 


whoſe Death Chriſt is ſo peculiarly 
concerned ; whoſe Death is Precious in 


his Sight. And, 
II. = and in what manner be is en. 


cerned about oO 


1. As to the Perſons about whoſe Death 
Chriſt is ſo peculiarly concerned. They are 
his Saints. I obſerye there are two Wards 
in the Hebrew, both which ate tranſlated 
Saints in our — Bible; but = are 


of 


Death of Mrs. Watts, 9 
of different Senſe and Meaning. One ſig- 
nifies Holy ones * ; the other (which is the 


Word in my Text) fignifies Merciful ones . 
The one is the Negative, the other the Poſi- 


tive Character of the Children of God. 


As to their negative Character. They are 
Holy, i. e. ſeparated from the World that 
lies in Wickedneſs, and not polluted with 


Sin, as other Men are: for that is the prima- 


ry Meaning of Holineſs. Whatever was ſe- 

rated from common to a ſacred Uſe, is ſaid 
to-be holy: as the Jewiſh Tabernacle and all 
it's Furniture, the Prieſts and the Veſtments 
in which they miniſtred. Now thoſe Perſons, 
of whom Chriſt has the ſpecial Charge and 
Care, are ſuch as have been ſeparated by the 
Purpoſe and Grace of God from a carnal, . 
ungodly World. Know that the Lord bath 


ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf. Pſalm 


iv. 3. Come out from among them, and be ye 


ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the un- 


* 


clean Thing; and I will receive you. And 1 


will be @ Father unto you, and ye ſball be my 


Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord almighty. 
2 Cor, vi. 17, 18. That is the negative 
Character of the Saints, they are not con- 


formed to the World, but ſeparated from it; 


their Hearts are alienated from the Love of 
Sin, and their Lives from the Practice of it, 


4 B | The 
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The other Word for Saints ſignifies Mer- 
ciful ones. It imports their Conformity and 
Likeneſs to God in the Spirit and Temper of 
their Minds. They are ſuch as have been 
neu- created, as the Scripture expreſſes it, af- 
ter the Image of God, and are made Partakers 
of a divine Nature. And as Mercy is God's 
darling Attribute, which he loves moſt to 
glorify, therefore that is, in a particular Man- 
ner, recommended to ourlmitation. Luke vi, 
36. Be ye therefore merciful as your Father 
alſo is merciful. And by this Branch of the 
divine Nature and Temper the Children of 
God are more eſpecially denominated. They 
are the merciful ones. This is ſuch an eſſen- 
tial Part of the divine Nature and Temper, 
that none can be the Children of God, nor 
will be owned by him as ſuch, who are with- 
out it. Love your Enemies, bleſs them that 
curſe you, do good to them that hate you; and 
Pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and 
Per ſecute you: that ye may be the Children of 
your Father, "which is in Heaven; ſays our 
bleſſed Lord, Matt. v. 44. An unmerciful 
Saint is a Contradiction in Terms; for the 
very Name Saint ſignifies merciful. Let 
none think that they ſufficiently diſcharge 
their duty to Men, i if they are barely u and 
honeſt ; fr God will own none for his Chil- 
dren, but ſuch as reſemble him in Mercy too. 
And he has declared in his Word, James ii. 
_ x3. be ſhall Pave Judgment. without Py, 
a 
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that hath ſhewed no Mercy. On the other 
Hand Chriſt has pronounced his Bleſſing on 
the merciful, and has promiſed that they 
ſhall obtain Mercy. Matt. v. 7. | 

Now when merciful Ones are taken from 
us by Death, ſuppoſe ſuch as excelled in this 
Grace, ſuch who were kind and friendly, be- 
neficent and charitable, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate, to whom God had gi- 
ven both worldly Subſtance, and an Heart to 
do Good with it; how much will they be 
miſſed ! The Loſs of ſuch merciful Ones is 
peculiarly grievous: It cauſes a wide and 
ſpreading Sorrow. But however, it ſhould 
quiet our Minds, to know, as from our Text, 
that their Death was as precious in the Sight 
of God, as it could be in ours. He knew what 

was beſt to be done, and he has undoubted- 
ly done what was beſt. What have we then 

to ſay, but what Job ſaid, when God had ta- 
ken away all his Children by Death, and all 
his worldly Subſtance by various Providen- 
ces ; the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away ; bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 1 
_ ©, . LS | 


II. To ſhew you in what the ſpecial Su- 
rintendency of our Lord Chriſt over the 
ath of his Saints does conſiſt, and how it 

is exerciſed ; by which it will appear that 

their Death is precious in his Sight. 

There is a common Providence that pre- 

fides over all Men, over their Lives, and o- 

— 32 | ver 
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ver their Deaths; without which nothing 
comes to paſs : for if, as our Saviour teaches, 
not a Sparrow,falls on the Ground without our 
heavenly Father, we muſt not think that a 
Man, who is more worth than many Sparrows, 
falls and dies without any Superintendency 
No, let a Perſons Death be, 
as to our View of things, never ſo caſual and 


accidental, yet it is not at all ſo in the View 


of God ; but it was juſt as he was pleaſed 
to order and appoint. | 

What Death could be more caſual than 
Ahab's? A certain Man drew a Bow at a 
venture and ſmote him; and the Arrow hap- 
pened to enter betwrixt the Fonts of the Har- 
neſs. 1 Kings xxii. 34: And yet this was no 
more than what God foreſaw and foretold 


by his Prophet, and ordered and brought to 


paſs by his Providence; that ſo the Dogs 
might lick his Blood in the very Place, in 
which they had licked the Blood of Naboth; 
See Verſe 28. compared with Chap 21. 19. 

There is ſome Superintendency of Provi- 
dence in the Death of every Man. But our 
Text intimates that there is ſome ſpecial Su- 
perintendency in the Death of the Saints. 
Their Death is more precious, and more re- 
garded of God, than the Death of others. 
Methinks we might conceive the Difference 
to be ſomewhat the ſame, as betwixt the 
Death of @ Prince and @ common Subject. 
It may be, both come to their Death _ 
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ſame Way; both die of the ſame Diſtemper. 
But thouſands of common Men die, and 
their Death is little regarded; they are buri- 
ed, and ſoon forgot. But if a Prince dies, it 
is conſidered as an Event of greatImportance, 
and the 'whole Nation is in Mourning for it. 
So when the Sinner dies, it 1s only in the 
Courſe of a common Providence, but the 
Death of a Saint, a Child of God, an Heir of 
Glory, is a more important Matter. A par- 
ticular gracious Providence orders and con- 
ducts every Circumſtance; and Angels are 
ſent to guard and convoy the Soul to Hea- 
ven, Let us ſee now what we can learn from 
Scripture, of the ſpecial Care which Chriſt 
takes of the Death of his Saints. 
1. He appoints the Time of tbeir Death. I 
do not ſay this is peculiar to the Saints, For 
the Term of every Man's Life, and the Time 
of every Man's Death, is appointed of God. 
1s there not an appointed Time for Man upon 
Earth? ſays Job Chap. vii. 1. and again 
Chap. xiv. 5. his Days are determined, the 
number of his Months are with thee, thou baſs 
appointed his Bounds, that he cannot paſs. But 
yet methinks, there is ſomething peculiar in 
his appointing the Time of the Death of his. 
Saints. Chriſt has the Keys of Death, as was 
ſaid before; i. e. Power and Authority o- 
ver it : And we are told elſewhere, that all 
the Authority and Power, which is given to 
Chriſt as Mediator, is for the Sake, and Tor 
| 'the 


| * 
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the Good of his Church and People. The 
Father has put all Things under his Feet, and 
has given him to be the Head over all Things 
to the Church, which is his Body; Epheſ. i. 22: 
Thou haſt given him Power over all Fleſh, that 
be ſhould g ive eternal Life to as many as thou 
haſt given him; ſaid our Lord in his Prayer 
to his Father, John xvii. 2. the Keys of Death 
then are put into his Hand, for the Good of 
his Saints; and we may be ſure that his Pow- 
er and Authority over Death is always exer- 
ciſed for their Good. Others die at the ap- 
pointed Time; theſe at the beſt and propereft 
Time for themſelves. To ſome of them he 
appoints a ſhorter Date of Life, and takes 
them ſoon to Heaven ; that he may take them 
out of the Way of ſuch Temptations, Trials, 
and Troubles, as they would not be able to 
bear. The Righteous is taken away from the 
Evil to come. Iſaiah Ivii. 1. A — Deli- 
verance that! There is a great deal of 
Mercy and Kindneſs in Chriſt's appointing 
it ſhort a Race to ſome of his Saints. To 
others he appoints a much longer ; that they 


may have more Space for the Improvement 


of their Souls in Grace and Holineſs, and for 
getting ready for their Removing to Heaven. 
And to all he appoints that Time for their 
Death, which he knows will be, upon the 
whole, ſafeſt and beſt for them. Not one 
of thoſe, whom the Father has given him 
and entruſted to his Care and Charge, ſhall 
Srl! a | be 
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be ſnatched out of the World by Death in 
an unregenerate State, and before they have 
believed to the Saving of their Souls. For all 
that the Father giveth me fhall come to me; ſaith 
our Lord, John vi. 37. Therefore he always 
appoints the Time of their Death beyond the 
Time of their Converſion. So that, with re- 
ſpect to the ſpiritual Life, though not indeed 
as to the Natural, thoſe words of Elphaz in 
Job may be applied to all the Saints ; Chap. 


v. 26. They ſhall come to their Grave in a full 


Age, like as a Shock of Corn cometh in, in his 
Seaſon. Chriſt will not ſuffer one of them 
to be cut off by Death, before he has made 
them meet for Heaven. Their Time is in 
Chriſt's Hand, and he will be ſure to order 
it beſt for them. M betber Life or Death all 
Things are their”. | 

2. Chriſt ſuperintends and orders the Man- 


ner of bis Saints Death: One dies after thts 


Manner, another after hat. One by linger- 
ing Sickneſs, another ſuddenly: Each way 
may have its Advantages: We know not 
what is beſt for ourſelves, but Chriſt does; 
and he always appoints that which is beſt 
for his Saints. Long and lingering Sickneſs 
before Death is beſt for ſome : It may give 

a Chriſtian much Opportunity of Good to 

himſelf and others; as the ſettleing of his 


worldly Affairs, reviving the Exerciſe of Grace 


in his own Soul, againſt the parting Stroke 
comes. It may give him an Opportunity of 
* bearing 
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bearing a noble Teſtimony to Religion, and 
giving a ſolemn Charge to his Family, which 
has been the Means of Converſion to ſome 
Perſons. There is a dying as well as living 
to the Lord. Or ſuppoſe the Cafe of a ſud- 
den Death; ( ſuch as was the Death of our 
deceaſed Friend ) that alſo has its Advanta- 
I. ges, and it may be the beſt for others. For 
1 it cuts off all Opportunity of Satan's diſqui- 
£ | eting the Soul of a dying Chriſtian ; which 
I is no uncommon Caſe. He rages the more, 
1 when he finds his Time is ſhort. It prevents 
by the Miſeries and Pains of a lingering Sickneſs, 
the weariſome Days and the reſtleſs Nights, 
which embitter the Cloſe of Life to many 
: \ . Perſons. A ſudden Death prevents all that. 
Il! be parting ſorrows of Relations and Friends 
are hereby alſo prevented ; and that is known 
to be a grievous Circumſtance in the Death 
of ſome good People. I hear St. Paul com- 
2 {hong more of the parting Sorrows of his 
= riends, as what went nearer to him, and 
cut deeper into his Heart, than all the in- 
veterate Malice of his Enemies. When he 
knew that Bonds and Impriſonments did every 
where await him, he could fay, none of theſe 
Things move me. But the parting Tears of 
the Diſciples even broke his Heart. What 
mean you to weep and break my Heart; ſays 
he. AFs xxi. 13. V1 2ES! | 
No a ſudden Death prevents all this cut- 
ting Formality of Separation from dear ſur- 
d virving 
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viving Friends. A ſudden Death, ſays one, 
« is ftp ing out of the World, as a Perſon 
would ſometimes do from a great Deal of 
Company, without making a Buſtle at ta- 
King Leave. It is being ſurprized into Hap. 
pineſs . It is next to a Tranſlation from 

Earth to Heaven. A ſudden Death has ma- 
ny Advantages above a lingering one, and 
therefore is the beſt for ſome Chriſtians. As 
ſuppoſe a good Chriſtian of a tender Spirit, 
and naturally timorous, apt to be oppreſſed 
with Doubts and Fears; ſuch we have known; 
every Attack of Sickneſs is apt to diſtreſs the 
Mind with the Fear of dying. What a grie- 
vous Thing would a long lingering Fit of 
Sickneſs before Death be to ſuch a Perſon: 
But Chriſt can make our Strength to be as 
our Day, or he proportions our Day to our 
Strength; and that is altogether as well. 
How mercifully and kindly does he deal with 
ſuch timorous Chriſtians, when he ſnatches 
them at once out of the World by a ſudden 
Death, and lets them taſte none of that Bit- 
terneſs of Death, which they were ſo much 
afraid of. I would leave it to him, who has 
© the Keys of Death, to open what Door he 
< pleaſes for my Paſſage out of Time into 
« Eternity. He knows what is beſt for me; 
ea lingering or a ſudden Death. And if I 
tc am but one of his Saints, his Care and his 
“Charge, I am ſure he will order and ap- 


« # 


t point what is beſt for me”; 1 
f * Dr. Groſvenor's Obſervations on ſudden Death. 
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3. Chriſt has the Care of his dying Saints, 
as to their Support and Comfort in Death. 
His Promiſe has no Limitation 'as to the 
- Bounds of Time. IT will not leave you com- 


ortleſs, I will be with you always even unto the 
End. So David ſpeaks of it, as the great 


Priviledge and Happineſs of the People of 
God, that he will be with them and comfort 


them at their Death; a Bleſſing which he 
could aſſuredly reckon upon for himſelf. Pal. 
XXill. 4. Tra, though I walk through the Lal- 
ey of the Shadow of Death, Twill fear no E- 
wil; for thou art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff 
they comfort me. How often does Chriſt ma- 
nifeſt his Care of the Saints in this reſpect! 
how many have I known that have been ve- 
ry much Strangers to Peace and Joy in believ- 
ing, till they came to lie upon a dying Bed; 
and then, in the Evening time it has been "Light, 
and they have . finiſhed their Courſe with Foy. 
Yet I would by no means ſuggeſt, nor do 
Ithink, that none die fafely but thoſe who 
die in full, Aſſurance. Some, I doubt not, 
are happily ſurprized, when they awake on 
the other ſide Death, to find themſelves in 
Heaven, which they hardly expected. Chriſt 
does not fill the Souls of all his Saints with 


3 Joys and Triumphs at the Time of their De- 


parture; but he takes Care to ſupport them 


| = all ſo far as is necdful, at leaſt, for their Safe- 


u in Death. At that Time, when the De- 
| "WR is more . b to annoy and diſ- 
| *. treſs 


. * 
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treſs them, Chriſt is more eſpecially watch- 
ful over them to ſupport and comfort them; 
and many times his tender Care of his Saints 
has been remarkably manifeſted at that ſo- 
lemn Seaſon. When there has been ſome- 
thing more than ordinarily ſhocking in-the 
Manner of their Death, he has uſually given 
them more than ordinary Support and Com- 
fort; as very commonly, in the Caſe of thoſe 
that have ſuffered Martyrdom in his Cauſe. 

As the Sufferings of Chriſt abounded in them, 
— their Conſolation alſo abounded by Chriſt, 2 
Cor. i. 5, The Courage and holy Joy of: the 
Martyrs at their Death has commonly been 
ſo apparent and ſo remarkable, as that it has 
won over many to embrace and profeſs that 
Faith, for which they ſuffered. So that it 
beeame a Proverb that The Blood of the Mar- 
tyrs was the Seed of the Church. The more 
were martyered for the F aith of Chriſt, the 
more embraced it. 

But Martyrs are not the only Witneſſes, by 
vaſt many, to Chriſt's Care and Kindneſs in 
ſupporting his dying Saints. Sometimes the 
laſt publick Ordinance they attended, the 
laſt Sermon they heard, has been more than 
ordinarily bleſſed to comfort” and ſpi pirit them 
for their dying Work, which was pre- 
ſently to follow ; and there has been but. 
a little Step from the Sanctuary below to that 
above; a ſhort Space betwixt the Praiſes of 
this World and thoſe 1 Heaven. | 1 

This 
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This was the Caſe of our deceaſed Friend. 
God was pleaſed to remove an Indiſpoſition 
which had confined Her for ſome Days, and 
reſtore her to Eaſe and Health, juſt to attend 
on one publick Ordinance more*®, and which, 
I am informed, he did abundantly bleſs toher 
Comfort, but a very few Hours before She 


wWuas to go through the Pains of Death, of 


which She uſed to have awful and, it may 
be ſometimes, fearful Apprehenſions. This 
laſt Circumſtance of our Friend's Life has 
been much upon my Mind, as it is a ſtrong 
and an encourageing Inſtance of God's gra- 
cious dealing with his People, and of the 
tender Care that Chriſt takes of them with 
Reſpect to their Support and Comfort in 
Death. And J aſſure you that, as to myſelf, 
it has been no little Alleviation of my Grief 
for the Loſs of ſo valuable a Friend, and a 
Matter of great Comfort and Thankfulneſs, 
that I was any Ways the Means and Inſtru- 
ment of adminſtring to Her thoſe divine Sup- 
ports and Conſolations; ſpiriting Her Soul, 
as it were, anew for the laſt Struggle and 
Conflict of all. But I muſt go on to ano- 

ther Head, | 
4. A further Inſtance of the ſpecial and 
tender Care which Chriſt takes of his People 
at their Death, is his ſending his Angels to 
_ convoy their Souls to Heaven. This is _ | 


| ® At Conard's Lecture at little St. Helens, from whence 
7 — to Stratford about two a Clock, and died before 
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he has intimated to us in the Parable of the 
rich Man and Lazarus. Luke xvi. 22. The 
Beggar died, and was carried by the Angels 
into Abraham's Boſom. But whatever Angels 
do for the Saints, they do it by the Order 
and Command of Chriſt; for Angels, Autho- 

' rities, Principalities and Powers are all made 
ſubjeft to bim. They are the Miniſters of 
his Kingdom, both of Providence and Grace, 
whom he ſends forth to miniſter to the Heirs 

of Salvation. | 
As to their carrying the Souls of the Saints 
to Heaven, when ſeparated from their Bo- 
dies by Death, we cannot, it may be yet, 
fylly underſtand the Manner or the Uſe of 
it. But no doubt it is a great Priviledge and 
Bleſſing to the Saints to be thus convoyed by 
Angels. Some think it is to ſhew their Souls 
the Way to the Lacal Heaven, where Jeſus 
is, Or, as others think, it may be to guard 
them in their Paſſage from the Prince of the 
Power of the Air and his Legions. However, 
I cannot doubt but one Deſign of this hea- 
venly Convoy is to do Honour to the Saints, 
They ſhall come to Heaven like the Children 
of a great King, honourably and nobly at- 
tended. And may we not ſuppoſe that as 
Angels ſome way convey the Soul to Heaven, 
ſo here are other Angels, who joyfully wel- 
come it when it comes there. The new Je- 
ruſalem, in Revel. Chap. xxi. which is com- 
monly underſtood to be a figurative Repre- 
A | ſentation 
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_ ſentation of Heaven, is ſaid to have twelve 
- Gates, and at the Gates twelve Angels, Ver. 


12. There they ſtand ready to let the Saints 


in. And if Angels rejoice when a Sinner re- 
penteth, (as we are told they do; Luke xv. 10. 


There is Foy in the Preſence of the Angels of 


| God over one Sinner that repenteth ) if theſe 


Angels rejoiced when any of the Apoſtate 
Race of Man firſt commenced Saints and 
Heirs of Heaven ; how muſt we ſuppoſe do 
they now rejoice over them and with them, 
when they actually arrive at Heaven, when 
they are brought home to their Inheritance, 
and are eſcaped from all the Snares and Dan- 
gers of their mortal State, 

Now theſe Angels, as I ſaid before, are the 
Miniſters of Chri/#s Kingdom. They only 
execute his Order and do his Will. To him 
therefore, and to his Grace, we are indebted 
for all the Miniſtry of the good: Angels to — 


in Life and in Death; and whatever they 


for the Saints, it oupht to be conſidered as an 
Inſtance of his kind and tender Care of them. 
He ſends his Angels to accompany and con- 
voy the Souls of his Saints, when they are 
ſeparated from their Bodies by Death, to the 
heavenly World. Then further, 

5. We read of Cbriſts receiving the Souls 


of bis People at Death, and preſenting them be- 
fore the — I of his Glory. Lord Fefus, 
No receive 920 99 55 ſaid 1 Acts vii. 59. 


Now 


{ 
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Now unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the 
Preſence of bis Glory with exceeding Joy, 
Jude xxiv. By the Preſence of bis Glory I 
- underſtand the glorious Preſence of God: as 
' the Power of God is elſewhere put for his 
Preſence, Luke xxii. 69. Hereafter hall 
the Son of Man fit on the right Hand of the 
Power of God; So here, the Glory of God 
ſignifies his glorious Preſence ; or ſome ſuch 
glorious Manifeſtation of the Preſence of 
God, as is peculiar to the heavenly World. 
Now when Chriſt has received his Saints 
in the other World, he preſents them to his 
Father. He does in effect ſay, Behold I and 
the Children which thou haſt given me. He 
preſents them as thoſe, whom he has been 
entruſted with, as thoſe, whom the Father 
had given him and committed to his Charge; 
that he might juſtify them, and ſanctify them, 
and fit them for Heaven and bring them to 
it. We may conceive of his preſenting 
them, as a ſort of giving up his Charge of 
them ; and ſo the-Language of his preſenting 
them would be to this Effect: Theſe-are 
Souls which thou haſt been pleaſed to en- 
e truſt me with, that I might redeem and 
« ſave them. Accordingly I have atoned 
ce for their Guilt; and I have ſanctified their 
« Natures. I have made them fit to be 
< preſented to their God, and meet for Hea- 
ven. And now O holy Father, take —_ 

FÞ 
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« back from my Hand, and receive them to 
e thine own lang Embraces.” 
Again, He preſents them as thoſe whom 
he has redeemed and purchaſed, and for 
whom he has purchaſed the heavenly Glory. 
Theſe are the Souls which he bought with 4 


Price, and for whoſe Ranſom he laid down 


his own Life. Theſe are his purchaſed Poſſeſſi- 
on. And now he preſents them to his Fa- 


ther, and claims Heaven for them. Father, 


T will that thoſe, whom thou haſt given me, 


and whom I have redeemed from among 
Men, may be with me where. I am. 

Or again, he preſents them as his Friends 
and Brethren, as thoſe who are near and 
dear to him; as Joſeph preſented bis Bre- 
thren to Pharaoh, and was not aſhamed of 
of them, though he was a great Prince and 
they but poor Shepherds. He freely owned 
them for his Brethren and brought them in- 


to the King's Preſence, and preſented them 
to him, that he might ſhew them Kind- 
- neſs for bis Sake. So will the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt preſent his Saints to his Father in 
Heaven. 80 he has promiſed, Matt. x. 32. 
He that confeſſeth me before Men, bim will 


I confeſs alſo before my Father, which is in 


Heaven ; and he 7s not aſhamed to call them 
Brethren. Receive them therefore, O Fa- 
ther, and love them for my Sake. Let 


the Love, obere with thou haſt loved me, be 
| in 


* - 
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in them, and let it be now placed upon 
them for ever, Thus Chriſts reſents his 
Saints before the Preſence of his Glory. 
And then, once more in the laſt Place, 
6. He aſſigns them their Places and Man- 
ions in the World above. For as he has 
the Keys of Death, ſo alſo of the inviſi- 
ble World; which denotes his Authority 
to aſſign to the Souls of Men their Place 
and State in that World which they enter 
into at Death. He, at whoſe Tribunal 
they muſt all appear in their intire Na- 
ture at the laſt Day, begins ſome prepa- 
ratory Exerciſe of his judicial Authority 
at their Death; viz: by aſſigning to eve- 
ry Soul its proper Place in that vaſt in- 
viſible World ; as either among Angels in 
Heaven, or among Devils in Hell. 
As to the Souls of his Saints, he aſſigns 
them Manſions in his Father's Houſe. In 
my Father's Houſe, ſaid he, are many Man- 
fins; I go to prepare a Place for you. 
John xiv. 2. Many Manſions denotes the 
large Capacity of that Houſe of God, to 
receive and contain all that vaſt Multitude 
of Saints, that ſhall be redeemed. from 
among Men, through all the Ages of the 
World. And as there is a Difference in 
the Manſions or Rooms of the ſame 
Houſe, ſome are higher and ſome lower, 
ſome larger and better than others; may 
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not this Compariſon of Heaven, to a Houſe 
of many Rooms, naturally ſuggeſt to us, 
that there are different Degrees of Glory 
of the Saints in Heaven? However, this 
is more certainly intimated in other Places; 
as in the Parable of the ten Pounds in 
Luke Chap. 19. The Servant who had 
gained ten Pounds by his One is made Ru- 
ler over , zen Cities ; and he, who had gain- 
ed Five, is made Ruler over five Cities. 
And ſo it is ſaid elſewhere, that ev 
Man frall receive his own Reward accord- 
ing to his own Labour. He that ſoweth 
l/ 55 ſhall reap ſparingly, and be that 
oweth bountifully ſhall reap alſo bountiful- 
ly. The Apoſtle compares the different 
Glory- of the Reſurrection-Bodies of the ; 
Saints to the different Luſtre and Brightneſs ; 
E the Sun and Moon and Stars. 1 Cor, ; 
Were is one Glory of the Sun, and a- 
5 Glory of the Moon, and another Glo- 
of the Stars; for one Star differeth 
From another Star in Glory: So alſo is the 
Reſurrection of the Dead.” All ſhall be 
happy and glorious, but ſome more glo- 
rious than others. They that are wiſe ſhall 
ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firma- 
ment, and they that turn many to Righ- 


reouſreſe, 'as 'the Stars or ever and ever. 
Oy. X11, 3. 


? 


Now 
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Now, the Father las committed all Judg- 
ment to the Son, therefore to him it be- 
longs. to aſſign to every Soul its proper 
Manſion. And in this Matter Chriſt will 
manifeſt his Righteouſneſs together with his 
Grace. There is laid up for me @ Crown 
. of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the. righ= 
teous Fudge will give me at that Day; and 
not to me only, but unto all them alſo that 
love his Appearing ; ſays St. Paul, 2 Tim. 
iv. 8. For though the Reward of every 
Saint is not of Debt but of Grace, (the 
leaſt Crown having been no more merit- 
ed by them than the greateſt; but the 
whole Glory and Happineſs of their hea- 
venly State flows from the free Grace of 
God in Chriſt ) yet he will manifeſt his 
Righteouſneſs — with his Grace by 
ſomeway diſtinguiſhing thoſe that have 
ſerved him beſt and moſt faithfully in 
this World. And he will aſſign ſuch a 
Manſion to every Saint as he can beſt be- 
come and enjoy. 

Well, by theſe Inſtances it appears that 
Chriſt has a ſpecial Care of his Saints with 
reſpect to their Death; and on this ac- 
count therefore it may well be ſaid that 
their Death ig precious in bis Sight. . All 
that now farther, remains n ae h thys 
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1. One uſe we ſhould make of it is, 7 


 Feconcile us to the Time and Manner of 


Death; whether our own Death or that 
of our Friends. | bi 

As to our own Death. If we are but 
Saints, the Friends and the Charge of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, we have no Reaſon to be 
at all ſollicitous either about the Time, or 
the Manner of our dying. For the Death 
of his Saints is as precious in his Sight, as 
it can be in their own; and he knows 
what is the fitteſt Time for it, and what 
manner and kind of Death, as whether lin- 
gering or ſudden, will be beſt for them, 
much better than they know themſelves. 
Let him then fix it hen and how he pleaſes: 


Miethinks, Chriſtians, we ſhould have no 
Choice in ourſelves about theſe Matters; 


but we ſhould be wholly reſigned to the 
Will and Diſpoſal of our great and good 
Lord. There is ſomething very obſerva- 
ble in the Death both of Moſes and of 
Aaron, in which we ſhould endeavour to 
imitate them. As for Aaron; God or- 
'dered Moſes to firip him off his priefily Gar- 
"ments, and be ſhould be gathered to bis 
*Prople and die. Numb. xx. 26. He made 
no more of dying, at God's Command, than 
of putting off his Cloaths and going to 
Reſt. So Moſes alſo at God's Command 
went up to the Top of Mount ä 
S. 
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die. So he was ordered, Deut. xxxii. 49. 
and ſo he did. Moſes the Servant of the 
Lerd died there according to the Word of 
the Lord, Deut. xxxiv: 5. 1. e. in Obe- 
dience to and Compliance with the Will 
of God. -It 'is not unlikely, my Friends, 
but you and I may make more of dying than 
| theſe good Men did: But we ſhould not; 
and if we have reaſon to hope that we 
are in the Hands of a Covenant God and 
Saviour, we nerd not; for he has the Keys 
of Death, and he will be ſure to ſend 
Death to us in the 3% Time and in the 
beſt Way. Let him open what Door he 
pleaſes, and when he pleaſes for our Paſ- 
ſage out of Time into Eternity. 
And this ſhould alſo quiet our Minds 
and comfort us concerning the Death of 
our Chriſtian Friends; ſuch as we have 
Reaſon to believe are fallen aſleep in 17 
We ſhould not ſorrow for them, either as 
thoſe who have no Hope of the happy 
Eternal State of thoſe Friends, whom we 
have loſt out of this World; or as thoſe 
who are not apprized and perſuaded of 
the tender Care which Chriſt takes of 
his Saints both in Life and in Death: 
However dear they were to us, they were 
dearer to Chriſt; and he has certainly or- 
dered better for them than we could have 
done, 


- "my What then have we to object a- 
gainſt what he has done? Might he not 
do what he would with his own, whom 
be bas bought witb @ Price and redeemed 
with his Blood ? And are we ſo vain as 
to think that we could have done bet- 
ter than he has done, or thoſe he ſo dear- 
ly loved? _ 1 
2. The great Uſe we ſhould make of 
this Subject is, t ſee to it that ue our 
ſelves are Saints; for otherwiſe, neither 
our Life nor our Death will be precious 
in the Sight o, tbe Lord. On the con- 
>< the Sinner of an hundred Years old 
Hail be accurſed; ſays the Prophet, Jai. 
Ixv. 20. Let him live never ſo long, and 
never ſo proſperouſly, and let the Manner 
of his Death be never ſo gentle and ea- 
ſy to Nature, {till there is the Curſe of 
God in it; and a moſt dreadful Curſe 
Ws) Death to an unregenerate Chriſtleſs Sin- 
It is the End of all his Comfort, 
2 it plunges the Soul into everlaſting 
3 O Sirs ! How ſhould we be 
concerned, We, who are mortal dying 
Creatures, who know not how ſoon, — 
how ſuddenly Death may arreſt any of us, 
how ſhould we be concerned, in the firſt 
Place, and above all T hings, to make 
- Chriſt our Friend that he may be our 
- - Savibur, to truſt upon his Righteouſneſs, - 
to 


Death of Mrs. Watts. 3 
to bow our Souls to his Sceptre, to ſue 


out the Pardon of the Goſpel for ourſelves 


by Faith in the Blood of Jeſus, and to 
get our polluted Natures renewed and 
ſanctified by his Holy Spirit, that we may 
be fitted for Heaven, and that we may be 


meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of 


the Saints. For Chriſt has ſolemnly de- 


clared with a Yerily, Verily, that except a 


Man. be born again he cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God, John iii. 3, 5. Awa- 
ken, O Lord, our ſleeping Souls, quick- 
ce en our drowſy Powers, Time is flying, 
« Death approaching, Eternity near at 
% hand. Everlaſting Joys or everlaſting 
* Torments are but a little Way before 
„us. O my Soul! What thou haſt to do, 
* do quickly. Now is the accepted Time, 
now is the Day of Salvation, and it may 
ebe Now or NEVER. 
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